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PREFACE 
 
The purpose of this Technical Paper is to provide policymakers and others with the latest 
information available on numbers and characteristics of people who are moving into and 
out of Rhode Island.  Statewide Planning has presented both domestic and international 
migration data, paying special attention to information that may best provide the most 
comprehensive picture of our state’s ever-changing population. 
 
Rhode Island’ population increased by 44,855 between the last two decennial censuses.  
That number represents much more than the answer to a simple mathematical equation 
that determines the difference between two point-in-time population counts.  It reflects a 
population in a continuous state of flux.  It is made up of people who moved into Rhode 
Island and people who moved out of Rhode Island.  It includes 134,690 births and 96,093 
deaths.  It is a number that represents the ever- changing face of Rhode Island. 
 
Rhode Island continues to expand its population base, albeit slightly, while its geography 
remains static. The impact of this equation as it relates to any number of life–affecting 
issues will reveal consequences to our quality of life and the quality of life of our 
children, our grandchildren, and many generations into the future. 
 

ii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Abstract ......................................................................................................................... i 
Preface ........................................................................................................................ ii 
Table of Contents............................................................................................................ iii 
List of Tables .................................................................................................................. iv 
List of Figures ...................................................................................................................v 
 
Introduction.......................................................................................................................1 

Data Sources .........................................................................................................1 
Limitations of Data ...............................................................................................2 
Terminology..........................................................................................................3 

 
Domestic Migration ..........................................................................................................4 
 State-to-State Migration........................................................................................4 
 Domestic Migration by Age..................................................................................5 
 How College Students are Represented in Migration Data ................................14 
 Domestic Migration by Race & Ethnicity ..........................................................15 
 In-State Migration...............................................................................................17 
  Relocating within Rhode Island....................................................................19 
  Relocating from Another County within Rhode Island ................................19 
  Relocating from Same County within Rhode Island ....................................20 
 
International Migration (Immigration) and The Foreign-Born.......................................21 
 Where the Foreign-Born Come From.................................................................27 
 Immigration by Age............................................................................................29 

Immigration by Race and Ethnicity ....................................................................30 
Immigration by Marital Status ............................................................................30 
Immigration by Educational Attainment ............................................................31 
Immigration by Employment..............................................................................32 
Immigration by Income.......................................................................................32 
Immigration by Poverty ......................................................................................33 
 

Illegal Immigration .........................................................................................................34 
 
 
Appendices................................................................................................................... A-1 
 
 

iii 



LIST OF TABLES 
 
 
Table 1: Domestic Out-Migration from Rhode Island, 1995-2000..................................6 
Table 2: Moved Within State, Rhode Island, 1995-2000...............................................18 
Table 3: Persons Who Relocated within State, 1995-2000,  
  As a Percentage of the 2000 Resident Population .....................................19 
Table 4: Persons Who Relocated from Another County within Same State, 
  1995-2000, As a Percentage of the 2000 Resident Population..................20 
Table 5: Persons Who Relocated within Same County, 1995-2000, As a  
  Percentage of the 2000 Resident Population .............................................21 
Table 6: Percent of Population Foreign-Born, Rhode Island, 1860-2000 .....................22 
Table 7: Foreign-Born Population by City and Town,  
  Rhode Island, 1970-2000...........................................................................25 
Table 8: Nativity and Place of Birth, Rhode Island, 2000 .............................................26 
Table 9: Sex and Age of the Foreign-Born ....................................................................29 
Table 10: Race and Hispanic Origin of the Foreign-Born ...............................................30 
Table 11: Marital Status of the Foreign-Born..................................................................31 
Table 12: Educational Attainment of the Foreign-Born ..................................................31 
Table 13: Employment of the Foreign-Born....................................................................32 
Table 14: Earnings of the Foreign-Born ..........................................................................32 
Table 15: Poverty Status of the Foreign-Born .................................................................33 
Table 16: Percentage of Estimated Illegal Immigrant Population 
  By State of Residence, 2000 ......................................................................35 
 

iv 



 
Immigration by Employment 
 
Immigrants currently represent 14.7 percent of Rhode Island’s total workforce, slightly 
higher than the proportion of foreign-born to the total population (12.3%).   This is most 
likely because - in comparison to the native population - a higher percentage of 
immigrants are of working age.    
 
A smaller percentage of Rhode Island’s foreign-born are employed in management and 
professional occupations than native-born residents.  This same proportional disparity 
applies in the sales and office occupations.  However, a higher ratio of foreign-born 
residents of the Ocean State are employed in construction and maintenance jobs, as well 
as production, transportation and material handling occupations (see Table 13). 
 
                                                             TABLE 13 
Employment Foreign-born:

Native Foreign-born Entered U.S.
Universe: Population 16 years and older Population Population 2000 or later
Management, professional and
related occupations 37.1 % 22.4 % 17.6 %
Service occupations 16.7 % 23.1 % 20.3 %
Sales and Office occupations 27.2 % 16.7 % 19.2 %
Farming, fishing and forrestry 0.3 % 0.1 % 0 %
Construction and Maintenance 8.7 % 10.1 % 13.3 %
Production, transportation, and
material handling occupations 9.9 % 27.6 % 29.5 %
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
 
Immigration by Income 
 
According to data collected in the American Community Survey, foreign-born workers 
earn one-fourth less than their native counterparts, and immigrant males arriving since 
2000 earn 30 percent less wages than the state’s foreign-born male workers.  However, 
immigrant female workers arriving since 2000 earn on average the same as foreign-born 
females. 
 
An interesting phenomenon occurs among immigrant workers who have arrived since 
2000:  while the income disparity between males and females continues into the twenty-
first century (among the native-born, males earn 22.3% higher wages than females; 
among foreign-born, males earn 17.9% higher wages than females), recently arrived 
immigrant males earn 16.7 percent less than recently arrived immigrant female workers 
(see Table 14).   
 
                                                               TABLE 14 
Earnings Foreign-born:

Native Foreign-born Entered U.S.
Universe: Population 16 and older w/earnings Population Population 2000 or later
Medain earnings (dollars) for full-time, year-round workers

Male $45,048 $32,162 $22,304
Female $34,995 $26,408 $26,032

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Many newly arrived immigrants, especially those from Central and South American 
countries, likely have limited education and English language skills.  Immigrant male 
workers may only be able to secure employment in what are customarily considered 
lower pay-scale jobs such as lawn maintenance and house painting, which customarily 
provide only seasonal employment.  Many immigrant female workers on the other hand, 
are more apt to secure employment in the restaurant and hotel arena, where employment 
is year-round and extra earnings from tips or gratuities are customary.  
 
Immigration by Poverty 
 
The foreign-born population in Rhode Island registers a slightly higher percentage  
(15.7%) within poverty than the native population (12.4%), and the percentage of 
immigrants arriving after enumeration of the 2000 census who fall within the poverty 
guidelines (24.3%) is almost twice that of the state’s native population (see Table 15). 
 
                                                             TABLE 15 
Poverty Status (in past 12 months) Foreign-born:

Native Foreign-born Entered U.S.
Universe: Population for whom poverty is determined Population Population 2000 or later
Below poverty level 12.4 % 15.7 % 24.3 %
100 to 149 percent of poverty level 6.5 % 9 % 13.7 %
At or above 150 percent of poverty level 81.1 % 75.3 % 62 %
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

 
The large proportion of new arrivals living in poverty is not surprising.  Throughout our 
nation’s history, new immigrants have generally started their new lives in America living 
in some degree of economic distress.  Educational limitations and language barriers are 
often key factors preventing new arrivals from obtaining anything beyond sustainable 
employment.   
 
Those barriers will likely prevent many new arrivals from ever “succeeding” to the 
American dream.  Or perhaps just being in the “Land of the Free” is their definition of the 
American dream.  For many, their dreams may well extend beyond their own lives . . . to 
the future of their children.  It is the children of immigrants who have the greatest 
opportunities for succeeding to educational achievement and economic prosperity.  
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ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 

 
Whenever the subject of immigration is discussed, the conversation invariably turns to 
the issue of illegal immigration.  Although definitive data on illegal immigration is not 
available, the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) publishes estimates of   
foreign individuals who either overstay visas or enter the U.S. illegally.  In a recently 
published document, the INS estimated the number of illegal immigrants residing in 
Rhode Island at the beginning of the twenty-first century at 16,000; double the estimate 
computed just a decade earlier. 
 
The low-end estimate of seven million illegal immigrants living in the U.S. in 2000 
represents 2.5 percent of the nation’s total population, with significantly large 
concentrations residing in California (6.5%), Arizona (5.5%), and Texas (5.0%).  The 
INS estimate of the number of illegal immigrants in Rhode Island represents 1.5 percent 
of the Ocean State’s population; a larger percentage than in all other New England states, 
although fewer in number than in Connecticut and Massachusetts. 
 
In a report published by the GAO in 2004 examining costs associated with illegal 
immigrants, a central observation was expressed: “Considering our findings, we believe 
that the government information that is available [on illegal immigration] is not sufficient 
to reliably quantify the costs . . .“ and “although DHS estimates the resident illegal 
immigrant population, its estimates are subject to unspecified levels of uncertainty …” 
and “the Census Bureau plans to develop age-group estimates [of illegal immigrants], but 
it is too early to evaluate its plans”. 
 
The U.S. Census Bureau does not ask the legal status of individuals responding to the 
decennial census questionnaire.  In fact, the Census Bureau goes to considerable expense 
to assuage the public that no individual census records will be turned over to the INS or 
other government agency, and that it is imperative for all persons to respond to the 
census, regardless of their legal status. Accordingly, all data products derived from the 
2000 Census are issued with the conviction of defining the entire population, including 
illegal immigrants. 
 
That being said however, it would be naïve to assume that all illegal immigrants residing 
in the U.S. are represented in data collected from census questionnaires.  There are 
simply far too many reasons why people who are here illegally would not want to be 
counted . . . but would instead prefer to remain “hidden” from federal authorities. 
 
Whatever the actual count of illegal immigrants in the Ocean State may be, concerns 
about their impact on social and economic fronts have manifested in every community.  
What was once considered a uniquely urban issue has in recent years become a growing 
concern in outlying suburban and rural areas.  Much of the public discourse stems from 
the use of scarce taxpayer dollars providing welfare, medical, and education benefits to 
illegal immigrants and the children of illegal immigrants. 
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T A B L E  1 6
P e rc e n ta g e  o f E s tim a te d  I l le g a l Im m ig ra n t P o p u la t io n

B y  S ta te  o f R e s id e n c e  -  2 0 0 0
R a n k e d  b y  P e rc e n ta g e  o f  P o p u la tio n
S ta te P e rc e n t o f P o p u la t io n
C a lifo rn ia 6 .5 %
A r iz o n a 5 .5 %
N e v a d a 5 .1 %
T e xa s 5 .0 %
Il l in o is 3 .5 %
C o lo ra d o 3 .3 %
U ta h 2 .9 %
G e o rg ia 2 .8 %
O re g o n 2 .6 %
N e w  J e rs e y 2 .6 %
N e w  Y o rk 2 .6 %
N o rth  C a ro l in a 2 .6 %
W a s h in g to n 2 .3 %
N e w  M e x ic o 2 .1 %
F lo r id a 2 .1 %
K a n s a s 1 .7 %
R h o d e  Is la n d 1 .5 %
Id a h o 1 .5 %
V irg in ia 1 .5 %
N e b ra s k a 1 .4 %
M a s s a c h u s e tts 1 .4 %
O k la h o m a 1 .3 %
D e la w a re 1 .3 %
D is tr ic t o f C o lu m b ia 1 .2 %
M in n e s o ta 1 .2 %
C o n n e c tic u t 1 .1 %
M a ry la n d 1 .1 %
A rk a n s a s 1 .0 %
S o u th  C a ro l in a 0 .9 %
Io w a 0 .8 %
T e n n e s s e e 0 .8 %
A la s k a 0 .8 %
W is c o n s in 0 .8 %
In d ia n a 0 .7 %
M ic h ig a n 0 .7 %
A la b a m a 0 .5 %
P e n n s y lv a n ia 0 .4 %
M is s o u r i 0 .4 %
K e n tu c k y 0 .4 %
O h io 0 .4 %
M is s is s ip p i 0
H a w a ii 0 .2 %
L o u is ia n a 0 .1 %
M a in e *
M o n ta n a *
N e w  H a m

.3 %

p s h ire *
N o rth  D a k o ta *
S o u th  D a k o ta *
V e rm o n t *
W e s t V irg in ia *
W y o m in g *
*  F e w e r th a n  2 ,5 0 0  in d iv id u a ls , le s s  th a t .1 % .
S o u rc e : U .S . Im m ig ra t io n  a n d  N a tu ra l iz a t io n  S e rv ic e

 
        Source: U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service 
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